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Prymeôs Estate 

Before the area developed the line of Caroline Street was an offshoot of Cottingham Drain, open to 

Conduit Street, as Worship Street was then named. On plans of 1814/15 the area between what was 

to become King Street and Caroline Place is marked as the site for the new Sculcoates Church. 

However the new Christ Church was later, 1821, built just to the south on the corner of John Street 

and the renamed Worship Street. Caroline Street was developed in the early 1820s on land owned 

by George Pryme and named after Caroline of Brunswick, wife of George IV. George IVôs 

coronation was held in 1821 and to commemorate it up to 4000 children took part in a procession 

around Hull. An advertisement of 1822 for new houses in Caroline Place recommended them as 

ñuniting all the advantages of Town and Countryò; they were some of the first to have front 

gardens, as can be seen on the 1853 O.S. plan (Fig.4). Reform Street commemorates the passing of 

the Reform Act in 1832, which extended voting rights to property owners. George Pryme became 

MP for Cambridge 1832-41. Other streets developed on Prymeôs land include Francis Street, New 

George Street, Raywell Street and Russell Street. The municipal boundary between East and West 

Sculcoates passed through Caroline Street, Worship Street and Grimston Street. 

 

For development purposes Prymeôs land was divided into individual plots and sold off but the 

eastern, Caroline Street, section only developed slowly. By 1834, when the architect/builder of the 

estate, Timothy Jarvis, drew a plan showing plots and owners, only Jarvisô own property on Francis 

Street had been built on at the Caroline Street end of the estate. Although Reform Street and Alicia 

Street are shown on Jarvisô plan as laid-out up to a garden adjoining Caroline Street there are no 

streets shown between Christopher Street and Caroline Street above Francis Street on contemporary 

town plans. The site of the Albion was part of the garden marked ñnot to be soldò on Jarvisô plan 

and leased by the banker George Liddell. The garden extended from the south side of what would 

become Alicia Street to Cottingham Drain. The plot was still a garden on a plan of 1842 but when 

George Wilkinson produced a detailed plan of Hull in 1848 Reform Street and Alicia Street had 

been extended to Caroline Street. Wilkinson only shows buildings developed halfway from 

Christopher Street to Caroline Street, the Albion site is still blank. The first large scale Ordnance 

Survey of Hull in 1853 shows the southern corner of Reform Street and Caroline Street fully 

developed. The smaller six inch O.S. plans of 1851/52 also show the Reform / Caroline Street 

Figure 1 Anderson, 1814 Figure 2 Baines, 1823 
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corner developed. However the Albion site does not feature in the earliest building register, which 

lists new buildings and alterations dating from 1852, nor is it on the 1851 census.  

 

By 1842 Caroline Street had been numbered, 1-30, with 1-15 on the west side and 16-30 on the 

east, however, when the garden site was developed the new houses were numbered 16-19 but those 

on the east side were not renumbered. Confusingly there were two 16-19ôs Caroline Street. By the 

time of the 1851 census numbers 16-18 had been built on the west side but apparently not the 

corner of Caroline and Reform Streets, i.e. No.19. This is unusual, it is often the case that a pub is 

built on a corner site first and the surrounding houses follow later. The 1851 directory adds to the 

confusion by only numbering the west side of Caroline Street up to 14 with No.16 on the east side 

but between 14 and 16 lists William Goodman, grocer and beer seller, unnumbered; Goodman does 

not appear on the census. Directories take time to compile and are usually at least a year out of date. 

The Sculcoates Poor Rate of 1850 clarifies the situation with numbers 16-18 built but unoccupied 

and Goodman occupying premises on the east side of Caroline Street. In conclusion the Albion site 

was built late in 1851 or early in 1852 as a beerhouse. John Kingston, a soot merchant, owned 

numbers 16-19 when built and a later occupant of the Albion, James Brentano, acted as a trustee of 

the property by Kingstonôs will. The number of the Albion in directories fluctuated between 19 and 

20 from the late 1850s until the late 1880s when it stabilised at 20. Surprisingly the northern side of 

Reform Street directly opposite the Albion was not developed till c.1910. 

 

Figure 3 Goodwill & Lawson, 

1848. This plan is slightly out 

of date as it is based on one of 

1842 but does show Halfpenny 

Hatch 

Figure 4 Ordnance Survey, 1853 


