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The Albion

Prymeds Estate

Before the area developed the line of Caroline Street was an offshoot of Cottingham Drain, open to
Conduit Street, as Worship Street was thenethr®n plans of 1814/15 the area between what was

to become King Street and Caroline Place is marked as the site for the new Sculcoates Church.
However the new Christ Church was later, 1821, built just to the south on the corner of John Street
and the remaed Worship Street. Caroline Street was developed in the early 1820s on land owned

by George Pryme and named after Caroline of B
coronation was held in 1821 and to commemorate it up to 4000 children took parbaesspn

around Hull. An advertisement of 1822 for new houses in Caroline Place recommended them as
Auniting all t he adyv athday wegeessme offthe first to havesfrordd Coun't
gardens, as can be seen on the 1853 O.S. plan (Fig.4). Refeahc®mmemorates the passing of

the Reform Act in 1832, which extended voting rights to property owners. George Pryme became

MP for Cambridge 1832 1. Ot her streets developed on Prym
George Street, Raywell Street andsBell Street. The municipal boundary between East and West
Sculcoates passed through Caroline Street, Worship Street and Grimston Street.
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Figure 1 Anderson, 1814 Figure 2 Baines, 1823
For devel opment purposes Prymeds | and was div
eastern, Caroline Streetection only developed slowly. By 1834, when the architect/builder of the
estate, Timothy Jarvis, drew a plan showing p

Street had been built on at the Caroline Street end of the estate. Although Refet and Alicia
Street ar e s hown-oubuptoad gardeniadjoining Camlime SHreet theee iard no

streets shown between Christopher Street and Caroline Street above Francis Street on contemporary
town plans. The site of the Albion wpart of the garden markédn ot t oo eJ &V id®Dd p
and leased by the banker George Liddell. The garden extended from the south side of what would
become Alicia Street to Cottingham Drain. The plot was still a garden on a plan of 1842 but when
Georg Wilkinson produced a detailed plan of Hull in 1848 Reform Street and Alicia Street had

been extended to Caroline Street. Wilkinson only shows buildings developed halfway from
Christopher Street to Caroline Street, the Albion site is still blank. Théslige scale Ordnance

Survey of Hull in 1853 shows the southern corner of Reform Street and Caroline Street fully
developed. The smaller six inch O.S. plans of 1851/52 also show the Reform / Caroline Street
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The Albion

corner developed. However the Albion site doessfeature in the earliest building register, which
lists new buildings andlterations dating from 1852, nor is it on the 1851 census.

Figure 3 Goodwill & Lawson,
1848. This plan is slightly out
of date asit is based on one of Figure 4 Ordnance Survey, 1853
1842 but does show Halfpenny,
Hatch

By 1842 Caroline Street had been numbereg),lwith 115 on the west side and-B6 on the

east, however, when tlgarden site was developed the new houses were numbef€dolé those

on the east side were not renumbered. Confusingly there were tv®@1®s Car ol i ne St r
time of the 1851 census numbersiBhad been built on the west side but apparentlyheo

corner of Caroline and Reform Streets, i.e. N0.19. This is unusual, it is often the case that a pub is
built on a corner site first and the surrounding houses follow later. The 1851 directory adds to the
confusion by only numbering the west side af@ine Street up to 14 with No.16 on the east side

but between 14 and 16 lists William Goodman, grocer and beer seller, unnumbered; Goodman does
not appear on the census. Directories take time to compile and are usually at least a year out of date.
The Salcoates Poor Rate of 1850 clarifies the situation with numbets Ifuilt but unoccupied

and Goodman occupying premises on the east side of Caroline Street. In conclusion the Albion site
was built late in 1851 or early in 1852 as a beerhouse. John &m@gssoot merchant, owned

numbers 1619 when built and a later occupant of the Albion, James Brentano, acted as a trustee of
the property by Kingstonés will. The number o
20 from the late 1850s untiléHate 1880s when it stabilised at 20. Surprisingly the northern side of
Reform Street directly opposite the Albion was not developed till ¢.1910.
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The Albion

Halfpenny Hatch

A plan of 1823 (Fig.2) shows the garden mentioned above with a house at what would become th
southern corner of Alicia Street and Caroline Street, which was occupied by Thomas Leaf,
gardenerBy 1823 there was a physical barrier across Caroline Street at the southern end of the
garden, adjoining Leaf s housdethedamdemwouldlets Hal f
people use it as a short cut on payment of %2d; it gave access to the parish church and numerous
factories. The Hatch appears to be depicted o
on the 1853 O.S. plan (Fig.4) oethi850 Poor Rate. Curiously Alicia Street does not fully extend

to Caroline Street as numbers 16 & 17 were built across the end of Alicia Street with only a narrow
passage to Caroline Street. Possibly they were erected to retain control of Halfpenny. ldatch. 6 s
house was demolished or rebuilt in 1853 when William Thompson built two houses on the site,
hence the variation in numbering of the Albion, and also filtethe blank area on the south side of
Alicia Street shown on the 1853 O.S. plan. This afeslicia Street is depicted on page 53/54 of
6Forgotten Hull 6.

The toll was not popular and in 1830 a petition was delivered to George Pryme hoping to get it
removed, it was estimated thatfhé a b o u r i ncguld saveaten snimged walk to and from

work if the toll was abolished. Also in 1830 an old wall, which had impeded carriages at the south
end of Caroline Street was demolished on the instigation of Alderman Jarratt. The Hatch was still
described as a nuisance in 1847 when George Liddell wasirachto be buying it from Pryme.

The rumours must have been true, as Liddell owned Halfpenny Hatch by 1850. Liddell
subsequently sold the Hatch site to William Thompson, a coal merchant. Another Halfpenny Hatch
existed at the end of Staniforth Place, Mytallowing people to cut through to South Parade and

on to Anlaby Road.

The Albion

When it opened, probably in 1851, the Albion only had a beerhouse licence, which meant it could
not sell wines or spirits. Beerhouses existed from 1830 when the BeerAttai®wed anyone to

sell beer from their premises on payment to the local excise office of two guineas for a licence;
previously they had to apply to a magistrate. The legislation was introduced in an attempt to
encourage drinkers to switch from spitibssbeer. By 1840 the number of beerhouses was itself
becoming a problem and the regulations were tightened, a property qualification became necessary
to open a new beerhouse with parish officers providing a certificate indicating the rateable value.
The Beerhouse Acts were repealed in 1869 and applications for licences reverted to being at the
discretion of the licensing magistrates. The Albion continued to hold only a beerhouse licence until
1962, when Lawrence Clark took over in that year he appeatkd alehouse, not beerhouse,

register.

THOMAS C. MATTHEWS,

ALE & PORTER BREWER,

| REFORM-STREET,
SCULCOATES, HULL.
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The Albion

S

;.
3;_Nprtﬁ Country |

Figure 5 Old sign (G Wilkinson)

Figure 6 New sign (G Wilkinson)

The name Albion may come from the Albion Brewery that had been built on Reform

St./ Christopher St. adjoining the Old Drain i
although this is conjecture as the beewclosed around the time the beerhouse opened. The
Matthews family ran the Albion Brewery until it closed in 1858. Why the Albion Brewery was so
called is unclear, however, John Markhandi® t r e e t suggesfts thad Albioh Street could be

named aftea warship. Albion Street started to be developed by 1796 and the Albion was wreaked
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The Albion

in 1797. A second Albion warship served with distinction 18835, which coincides with the

building of the brewery. Later there existed a local steamship nhamed Allhiere were two other

Albion breweries in the East Riding, Robert Brown ran the Albion in Driffield c¢. 2850 and

William Watson Warwick was victualler of the Hildyard Arms in Patrington and brewed from the
nearby Albion Brewery in 1888. Perhaps partidylgatriotic inhabitants sometimes named their
property the Albion. The North Country Breweries sign for the Albion depicted Britannia but the
replacement by Mansfield shows a ship. Mansf i
Forest Properties Ltdwho are the owners of the Albion.

John Kingston and his trustees had owned the Albion Inn, from the 1850s to 1900. The brewers

Gl ossop & Bulay of Northumberl and Avenue boug
and it passed to the Hull BrewerpC when t hey bought Glossopbds p
original beerhouse can still be seen indicated by the white faience pillars and green tiles, which are
probably original features as they are recessed and their addition cannot be tracedilditige Bu
Registers. The use of pillars is ostentatious for the area but does draw attention to the building.

The original internal layout of the bar has to be conjecture as, unfortunately, no early plans have
survived. When built there would be three roamnghe ground floor with the corner room as the
beerhouse. The shape of the counter would probably be semicirculshaped and the area

marked as bottle and jug on the 1955 plan (Fig.10) may have been the smoke room. The other
rooms downstairs wouldebprivate. At the time only favoured customers or friends would use the
smoke room, if it existed. The layout depicted on the 1955 plan with two rooms made into one, a
horseshoe counter and a smoke room is typical of the late 1880s or early 1890s Inly gedba

from when Glossop bought it in 1900. As well as internal alterations Glossop would have unified
the roofs of numbers 18 & 19; introduced the dentilation under the cornice and string course and
rendered the brickwork. The stained glass shownewrdlier photograph (mid 1920s) is also
probably Gl ossopb6s.

PRIVATE

PASSAGE  URHH ||

SMOKE ROOM

PRIVATE
BAR

Figure 7 Conjectural plan of the
1850s

A plan of 1931, the earliest available, shows the door of N0.19 (renumbered from 18 by then) near
the open yard in Caroline Street being blocked up, which had led to a staircase and store. The
staircase and store were converted into a WC and lobby. The window above the door would have
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The Albion

been blocked up when built to avoid paying window tax. No.19 Caroline Street had already been
converted into a smoke room at the front, with seating all round, stwllary at the rear. In 1933
new womends toilets were created in part of
had already been converted into another smoke room.
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Figure 8 Block Plan 1955 (All \ S

redrawn from 1953M 1706 in
KHRO)

ExisTing Grounp FLoor PLan
EXISTING UROUND FLOOR TLAN

Figure 10 Existing Ground PROPOSED GROUND FLooR PLaw

Floor plan 1955 Figure 11 Proposed Ground

Floor Plan 1955
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