The Minerva
Hotel

ROBERT BARNARD

LOCAL HISTORY UNIT

HULL COLLEGE



The Minerva
Hotel

Robert Barnard

Published by

Local History Unit
Park Street Centre
Hull College
Park Street
Hull HU2 8RR

October 1999



The Minerva Hotel

Minerva Hotel

Reclaimed Land

The irst sale reference to the Minerva site is a bundle of documents in the Hull Records
Office (BRD 96) and relates to the sale of 2142 sq. yds., the siteslaf Rier Street, 337
Wellington Street, 8 Minerva Terrace and the Minerva Hotel, to William3atégdale of
Sculcoates. All these transactions took place between 1813 and 1817.

In 1803 William Westerdale was a blockmaker, etc., North Side Dock, living in Savile Row
(there is a painting showing Westerdale's Yard at the west end of the Old Dodi§1 By
Westerdale was a mast, block and pump maker, 1 Pier St. (later renumbered 17 Pier St.), with
a shop at Old Dock West End. A painting of 1 Pier Street by Robert Willoughby is dated

C . 1815 and it al so appearanofHulnnl18ld.e wr ong
Westerdal ebs 6gardendé is mud; the site be
constructing Humber Dock in 18a38B09. Westerdale died in 1837 aged 66. Thomas A
Wilkinson took over his business and 1 Pier St.
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Westerdale origally purchased the whole site for a total of £3190.6.8 after it had been
divided into three lots:

Lot 1. facing Wellington Street, purchased in 1813.
Lot 2. facing Pier Street, purchased in 1814.
Lot 3. facing Nelson Street (the Minerva site), purchased9/8/1815 for £1626.

The deeds transpose Pier and Nelson Streets but an inserted note clarifies the position. On
11/5/1813 the Bench (i.e. the Mayor and Aldermen) named the streets near Ferry Dock as
follows: the street extending from Queen Stre¢gh&oHumber Dock Bridge to be called
Wellington Street, the street extending along the north side of Ferry Dock to be called Nelson
Street, and the street extending from Humber Street to the west end of the Ferry Dock to be
called Pier Street.

Lot 3 was lad bounded on the south by Nelson Street, east by Pier Street, west by Dock
Company ground, north land belonging to William Westerdale. The site extended in width
from east to west on the north side thereof 92' 8" and at the south end 117' 6" and iorength
the east side thereof 66' and on the west side 154' 6". The area contained 1084 sq. yds.

Development of the Site

The only building on Westerdal ebs site prior
Pier St. and Wellington St. [The only twotimgys for Wellington Street in the 1817 directory

are, William Gilyott, Master mariner, 3 Wellington St. and William Walker, general merchant.

Both Craggs and Anderson, 1817 and 1818, show three buildings on Wellington St., one on

We st er dal e gt$o the Theatre (Noo 3P)eandaduilding near the Humber Dock

Bridge which Anderson labels as New Dock Office and Baines, 1823, shows as Humane
Society Offices (later often referred to as
and it is probably t oldest building still standing in the area). Craggs shows an extra

building on the corner of Wellington St. and the yet to be named Humber Place but it was
actually opposite 1 Pier St. Anderson's plan is of 1814 and remained virtually unchanged

when reisued in 1818, which could account for the discrepancy. Number 1 Pier Street is in
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the 1817 directory but apparently not on either plan, however, both plans have misplaced the
building on Wellington St./Pier St. south corner for Wellington St./Minerva Gercarner

and Wellington St./Pier St. north for Wellington St./Humber Place. The buildings were
probably in the course of construction when the maps were drawn.]
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1 Minerva Terrace
eventually became the
name given to the street
between Nelson St. and
Wellington St. along the
=)/ dock side (it is marked
as such on Green
plan of 1835). However,
the section on
Wellington St. caner
had been built by 1823
(Bainesdé plan),
as a warehouse
(Westerdale is listed in
the 1826 directory in
Wellington St.; it is
. possible he had
»| demolished the original
extension to his house
along Wellington St.
and built a uniform
-:x:| block of three ®ries
.~'1 extending into
OMi nerva Terrace
then), but was not part
of the later terrace of
houses. Minerva
Terrace, when
originally built,
' * — comprised of only five

Figure 2 Greenwood's Plan of Hull, 1835 houses, extending from
halfway down the street
to Nelson St., all with small yards (except Mimerva Hotel), number one was twice the
width of numbers two, three and four. The Minerva Hotel, originally occupying 5 Minerva
Terrace, was built by January 1829 (its first victualler was still commanding the Hull
Hamburg steam packet in July 1828) fas fiollowing appeared in the Hull Rockingham of
24/1/1829:

A Mi ner v-&R. Gontist thainks public for support after opening his house
- beds are newly fitted up for their accommodation. Good fires will be kept,
and attendance given on early tidesstot all Steam Packets. He has also
laid in a stock of superior old wines, spirits, etc. Trusting from every attention
to their comfort he will insure their future favors.
N . B. Post Chaises on the shortest not
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The Hotel must have quickly estabkhitself as the Hull Advertiser of 26/6/1829

announced thattherewastobé@MMeet i ng t o be held at Minerva
est abl i s-manyéhe with iddagfar promoting aquatic amusements was invited to

attend.

By February 1831 the Minentsad expanded into 4 Minerva Terrace according to the
following advert from the Hull Packet of 15/2/1831.:

A Mi ner v-&R. Gontist grateful for the many favours conferred on him by
his friends and the public, begs leave to inform them that he has doided
adjoining house to his establishment, and fitted it up with entire new beds, etc.
His house being close to the landing of all the steam packets, renders it very

desirable, and commanding an extensive Vi e
Thorne, Goole, &1 by, Barton, Gri msby, London, and
house. Al so the Scarbrod and Burlington co

In 1831 the occupants of Minerva Terrace were:

1 Samuel Simpson, joiner, dwelling house in Minerva Terrace.

2 John Broadhead, mariner.

3 ThomadArcher Wilkinson, bookkeeper. (This became Minerva Chambers by 1863)
4 Phineas Beaumont, wharfinger, shipping & commission agent.

5 Minerva Hotel.

The 1831 directory must have been slightly out
of date when published. By 1838 the numbers
had reversed with the Minerva being numbers
one and two.

Mor el anddés plan of 1834 (w
Ferens Art Gallery) seems to be the first to show

Minerva Terrace fully built, the Minerva Hotel

is deepethan the middle range as is the
6warehouse6 at the norther
infill between No. 5 and the warehouse has also

been built (probably between 1831 and 1834 but

possibly earlier). The first pictorial record of the

site is probably JohnWdr6s 0 The buoy ye
Zephyr (Hull from the Humb
which is taken to be a relatively accurate and

well drawn depiction of the buildings fronting

the Humber and has often been reproduced, e.g.

the front cover of o0John V
Art Gallery, 1981. The Hotel is shown as four

bays wide fronting Nelson St., of red brick with

entrance in second bay and a blocked up

window above advertising the Hotel. The corner

Figure 3 The Minerva site, 1853 is rounded to fit its triangular site. The building
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